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Published: Tuesday, September 1, 1992
Aug. 25: The day after reading of the final report of the congressional investigatory commission
(CPI), approximately 200,000 demonstrators marched through Sao Paulo demanding impeachment
of President Fernando Collor de Mello. Large anti-Collor demonstrations were also reported
in Brasilia and Rio de Janeiro. In these three cities alone, over one million people reportedly
participated in demonstrations, while smaller protests were reported in 25 other cities throughout
the country. (See NotiSur, 08/25/92 for most recent previous coverage of scandal.) The CPI report
concluded that President Collor "received undue economic advantages throughout his two years"
in office. Collor and his family received about US$6.5 million from former campaign treasurer Paulo
Cesar Farias, who the CPI accused of massive fraud and influence peddling. CPI members said
they believe their investigation uncovered only about 10% of the illegal activities of the corruption
network in which Farias and Collor were involved. Sao Paulo state governor Luiz Antonio Fleury
of the Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB) said Collor no longer has the moral authority
necessary to govern the country. He added, "The [CPI] report is absolutely convincing in its
conclusions and the events it describes are extremely serious." In a joint communique, members of
Collor's cabinet declared they would resist pressures to resign their posts in order to guarantee "the
indispensable continuity in public administration and private activity, as well as tranquility among
the citizenry." Justice Minister Celio Borja denied allegations that the decision by cabinet members
represented a demonstration of solidarity with President Collor. Aug. 26: In Brasilia, between
70,000 and 80,000 protesters dressed in black gathered on the lawn outside the congress building
to demand Collor's impeachment. Areas within a 1,000-yard radius of the presidential residence
were declared a "national security zone" in order to keep protesters from storming the premises.
In a bid to bolster his support in the legislature, President Collor signed a 20% pay increase for
federal employees and members of the military. In a 16-5 vote, CPI members approved the final
report for submission to congress. A petition for impeachment, based on evidence contained in
the CPI report, is scheduled to be presented to the Chamber of Deputies by the Federal Council
of Brazilian Lawyers (national bar association) and the Brazilian Press Association (ABI) Sept. 2. A
number of former Collor supporters unexpectedly voted to approve the report, including Liberal
Front Party (PFL- part of the ruling party coalition) leader Sen. Elcio Alvares. Once the petition for
a political trial and impeachment is formally presented, Chamber president Ibsen Pinheiro must
rule on whether or not the petition fulfills necessary requirements. If the petition is ruled legal,
Pinheiro must then put together a special commission with proportional representation of all parties
from the Chamber of Deputies. This commission would have 10 days to decide on whether or not
to accept the petition. Once accepted, the President would have 20 days to present his defense,
and the Chamber of Deputies would then have 10 days during which to conduct a plenary session
for consideration of the evidence. At that point, two-thirds of the Chamber, or at least 336 votes,
are required to present charges against the President before the Senate. If the measure is passed,
the President would then be suspended from office for up to 180 days and Vice President Itamar
Franco would serve in his place in the interim. The Senate would then conduct trial proceedings
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on the charges and decide whether or not to permanently remove Collor from office. The Senate
must approve his removal by a two-thirds majority. Following the vote, copies of the CPI final report
were presented to Chamber of Deputies president Ibsen Pinheiro and to Senate president Mauro
Benevides. Another copy was given to Attorney General Aristides Junqueira who may use the
evidence to file criminal charges against Collor. The Chamber of Deputies would have to authorize
prosecution of the President for common crimes by a two- thirds majority. Police reported that about
200,000 anti-Collor demonstrators took to the streets in Sao Paulo following announcement of the
CPI vote. Aug. 27: Daily newspaper Folha de Sao Paulo estimated that if the vote on the petition
for impeachment were held today, 300 members of the 503-member Chamber of Deputies would
vote in favor of moving forward with impeachment proceedings against Collor, 37 would oppose
the measure and 166 remain undecided. Paulo Maluf, president of the Democratic Social Party
(PDS) said 31 of the 44 PDS deputies would support impeachment, while five of the six Brazilian
Labor Party (PTB) deputies announced they would also vote in favor of impeachment. The Brazilian
Democratic Movement Party (PMDB) announced it would unanimously support impeachment.
The PMDB has 98 deputies and 27 senators. Presidential spokesperson Etevaldo Dias told reporters
Collor has no intention of resigning. Dias said the Collor government has enough votes in congress
to block impeachment proceedings. Collor is reportedly hoping the Supreme Court will rule that
the Chamber of Deputies vote on the impeachment petition must be conducted by secret ballot,
thus facilitating a potential vote in his favor among supporters. The stock price index rose on both
the Sao Paulo Stock and Rio de Janeiro exchanges. The increases were attributed to relief among
investors at the approval of the CPI final report for initiation of impeachment proceedings. Economy
Minister Marcilio Marques Moreira told reporters the political crisis "will not in any way affect
the process of regional economic integration or the development of the Southern Cone Common
Market (MERCOSUR)." He added that Brazil will continue to honor all commitments made with
other MERCOSUR member nations. Next, Marques Moreira said he believes the crisis will be
resolved "within the next three weeks." He rejected the possibility Collor might resign. He denied
reports that the administration is negotiating a transition, but said government officials have
been in contact with the Supreme Court, the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate "to guarantee
the most transparent, clean and normal process possible, within the constitutional framework."
In a communique, the Liberal Party (PL) announced it had withdrawn its support for President
Collor and said its members will vote in favor of the request for his impeachment. The PL has 14
representatives in the Chamber of Deputies. Aug. 28: Leaders from the army, navy and air force
told reporters the military has no plans to intervene in the current government crisis. Federal Police
sources reported they have commenced investigations into corruption charges against Collor's
personal secretary Ana Acioli and businessperson Jose Maria da Fonseca, for "irregularities" in
financial dealings with the Health Ministry. Federal Police in Sao Paulo began investigating charges
of tax evasion and foreign exchange trafficking by Uruguayan Najun Turner. Turner, a resident
of Brazil, is the futures trader who invested US$3.7 million of a US$5 million Uruguayan loan to
Collor's presidency secretary Claudio Vieira in the gold market. Based on its interpretation of a 1950
law regarding the process of bringing a president to political trial, the Supreme Court ruled that the
vote in the Chamber of Deputies on the petition for impeachment be public, not secret, as desired
by Collor. The Brazilian National Bishops Conference (CNBB) issued a statement indicating it would
not oppose church leaders who, as private citizens, support the petition for impeachment of the
President. Aug. 29: A first draft of the impeachment petition to be presented by the Federal Council
of Brazilian Lawyers and the Brazilian Press Association was published in daily newspaper Jornal
do Brasil. The petition affirmed President Collor has lost the moral authority to govern the country.
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According to daily newspaper Folha de Sao Paulo, 333 deputies are prepared to support the petition
for impeachment, 34 are expected to oppose the measure and 136 remain undecided. A total of 336
deputies are needed to formally charge Collor before the Senate. Aug. 30: According to a report in
daily newspaper O Globo, Collor would considering resigning if a series of conditions were met.
First among these would be congressional approval for legislative initiatives regarding economic
modernization, privatization of state enterprises and fiscal reform. In a nationally televised address,
Collor again insisted he will be victorious against corruption charges against him in congress.
Collor said he will not leave office "until I have completed my government's modernization
mission." He continued, "I have faith in my allies...I know they will not allow themselves to be
intimidated by the protests organized by people who think they are serving their country, but who
in reality are harming it." Collor denied any wrongdoing and dismissed the charges and evidence
presented against him as "profound injustices, prejudices and electoral posturing" on the part of
the opposition. (Sources: Associated Press, 08/26/92; Inter Press Service, 08/26/92, 08/27/92; Chinese
news service Xinhua, 08/25/92, 08/27/92; Deutsche Press Agentur, 08/27/92, 08/28/92; Agence FrancePresse, 08/26-30/92; Notimex, 08/25/92, 08/28-30/92)
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